
 

 

“He is not here; he has 
risen! Remember how 
he told you, while he 
was still with you in 

Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered over 
to the hands of sinners, 

be crucified and on 
the third day be  

raised again.’”

L U K E  2 4 : 6 - 7  N I V

But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in 
this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 

R O M A N S  5 : 8  N I V
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D A Y  1
We all have that one friend who talks a big game but never really backs 
it up. We’ve probably even been that friend ourselves! We say we’re 
going to do something really cool or impressive, but when it comes 
down to it, we can’t really deliver. 

One of the amazing things about God is that He not only talks a big 
game, but He can always back it up. God talks about His love for us—
the fact that He loves us more than we can ever imagine. But He proved 
that to be true by sending Jesus to die for us. He talked the talk and 
walked the walked, proving we can trust both His words and His actions 
toward us. 

Today, spend a few minutes thanking God for not just telling 
you that He loves you, but for proving that He does.

D A Y  2
Have you ever predicted something before it happened? Maybe you 
called the game-winning shot, or the surprise ending to a movie, or the 
breakup of your favorite boy-band. 

While Jesus was alive, He predicted something even crazier than the 
big twist ending to a cool movie. He told his disciples that He would 
die on a cross and be raised back to life on the third day. That probably 
sounded crazy at the time! But Luke tells us that this was more than just 
a prediction; it actually happened, just as Jesus said it would. What does 
that mean for us? Well, it reminds us that we can trust God and what He 
says. We can remember what He’s told us and hold on to those promises 
to be true. He’s proven His word to us. This week, take some time 
to reflect and remember that God is trustworthy, and His 
word is true.



Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection 
and the life. The one 
who believes in me 

will live, even though 
they die; and whoever 

lives by believing in 
me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” 

J O H N  1 1 : 2 5 - 2 6  N I V

 

 

and being found in 
appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient 
to death—even death 

on a cross!

P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 8  N I V

Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: 

The old has gone, the 
new is here! 

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  5 : 1 7  N I V
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D A Y  4
Have you ever dwelled on a mistake? Not been able to move on from 
something in your past that you’re not proud of? The truth is we’ve all 
done things that we regret, and our shame works really hard to make 
sure we never forget it. 

If anyone understood that struggle, it was the author of this verse, the 
Apostle Paul. Before he became a Christian, Paul used to persecute 
believers in Jesus! But when Jesus entered the equation, He changed 
everything for Paul. And He does the same for us! When you believe in 
and live for Jesus, your old life doesn’t have the same power over you. 
In fact, it moves out of the way to make way for the new work that Jesus 
wants to do in you. You can walk confidently knowing that your past is 
your past. This week, try to memorize this verse to remind 
yourself that you are a new creation!

D A Y  5
It’s really easy to be selfish, isn’t it? We’re all naturally pretty good 
at putting our own needs before the needs of others. But selfishness 
doesn’t look good on anyone, does it? It’s never helpful and almost 
always hurtful. 

Thankfully, Jesus modeled a better way for us. On the cross, Jesus put 
the needs of humanity before His own, and it changed the world forever. 
And it is the humility of Jesus that we are called to model. Humility is 
powerful, impactful, and compelling to others. When we choose to lead 
with humility, we’re not only impacting someone by putting them first, 
but we’re showing them a glimpse of who Jesus is in us. So today, 
look for opportunities to humble yourself by putting the 
needs of others before your own. Lead with your humility 
to serve someone in your life whose needs might be bigger 
than your own.

 

D A Y  3
Have you walked through a difficult circumstance and wondered why 
this was happening to you? Maybe you’ve seen someone close to you 
struggle or suffer and questioned why they had to walk such a difficult 
road. When we find ourselves in painful seasons, our tendency is to look 
for an explanation—an answer to the question of why. 

Often times, we look to Jesus for the answer. But the beautiful thing 
about Easter is that Jesus gives us something better than an answer; He 
gives us hope. Hope that no difficult circumstance, or painful season, 
or struggle, or suffering has the final say over our lives. That’s a hope 
we can hold on to no matter what we’re walking through in life. This 
week, write the word “HOPE” somewhere you can see it 
every day. When you find yourself struggling, fix your eyes 
on that word to remind you of the hope Jesus brings in  
all things. 
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D A Y  1
Have you ever felt stuck or discouraged in life? Something doesn’t 
go according to plan, your faith feels forced, that struggle won’t go 
away, you’re lacking motivation or direction for the future—you get the 
picture! We’ve all been there, right?

Well, here’s the good news: The resurrection of Jesus means a new way 
is available to everyone. The stone that kept that tomb sealed shut was 
rolled away. Think of that picture in your mind when you feel stuck. Just 
as the stone was rolled away from the tomb that first Easter, Jesus rolls 
away the stones that are holding us back from what He wants to do in our 
lives. Is there an area of your life where you feel stuck or discouraged? 
Today, pray and ask God to help you move what’s holding 
you back and give you fresh hope to go forward this week. 

D A Y  2
When Mary Magdalene walked into the tomb and didn’t see the body 
of Jesus, she was most definitely confused! Can you imagine what she 
must have been thinking? Did a grave robber take the body? Did they 
need to move Jesus to another tomb? Where did He go?! But moments 
later, an angel would confirm exactly what happened: Jesus was gone 
because He rose from the grave. 

No one expected a resurrection, but it changed everything. Because of 
the resurrection, we can be confident in Jesus. We can walk confidently 
that He is who He says He is and what we believe in—our faith—is real 
and true. Is there an area of your faith where you struggle to believe? A 
place where you have doubts? This week, talk to a trusted friend 
or Small Group Leader about how knowing that Jesus is who 
He says He is can help you in that doubt. 

They found the stone 
rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they 
entered, they did not 
find the body of the 

Lord Jesus. 

L U K E  2 4 : 2 - 3  N I V

Early on the first day 
of the week, while it 
was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to 

the tomb and saw that 
the stone had 

been removed from 
the entrance. 

J O H N  2 0 : 1  N I V
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D A Y  4
The message of the Gospel is this: Christ died for our sins and rose from 
the grave. Though we may have heard this simple sentence before, the 
implications of it are massive. Sin eternally separated us from God, but 
because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, it no longer has the 
power to do that! 

That’s amazing news! Knowing that’s true makes the simple sentence 
of the Gospel message—the truth that Jesus died for our sins and rose 
again—a lot bigger and more important! Is there a sin in your life that 
you feel is holding you back? A struggle you can’t break free from? This 
week, take some time to pray over that thing and turn it 
over to God. Ask Him to remind you of the truth and power 
of the Gospel message for your life. Let what Jesus did for 
you set you free.

D A Y  5
We spend so much time and energy trying to earn things in life—a good 
grade, a spot on the team, a paycheck, or even a college acceptance 
letter. None of those things are bad goals to have or things to strive for, 
but if we aren’t careful, the mentality that we must work hard to earn 
everything we want in life begins to seep into our faith. 

Being a Christian can quickly become about trying to earn God’s love, 
but the beauty of the Gospel is that you don’t have to be good enough 
for God to love you and save you. There’s nothing you can do to earn 
His love. All you have to do is believe and receive it. So, this week 
do just that! Thank God for the free gift of His love and let 
Him know you not only believe it, but receive it in your life. 

 

D A Y  3
Have you ever tried to explain a crazy story to someone who wasn’t 
there? No matter how many details you share, often times you’re 
left thinking, you just had to be there. That’s because sometimes, an 
experience is better than an explanation. 

When Mary and Mary Magdalene got to the tomb after Jesus’ death, 
an angel met them there and told them the incredible news: Jesus had 
risen. But in that moment, the explanation wasn’t enough. So, the angel 
invited them to come and see—to experience the truth of what Jesus 
had just done for them. And once they experienced it, they knew it was 
true. Who is someone in your life who might need an invitation to come 
and see? To experience what Jesus is really all about? This week, 
take the step to invite them to church with you. 

“He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said. 

Come and see the 
place where he lay.” 

M A T T H E W  2 8 : 6  N I V

If you declare with 
your mouth, “Jesus 

is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that 

God raised him from 
the dead, you will be 

saved. 

R O M A N S  1 0 : 9

For what I received I 
passed on to you as of 

first importance:  
that Christ died for our 

sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was 
raised on the third day 

according to  
the Scriptures. 

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5 : 3 - 4  N I V
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D A Y  1
It’s easy to look around at our world and see there is so much pain and 
suffering. In big and small ways, it’s impacting the lives of everyone 
(maybe even us) every single day. Because of that reality, we often need 
to look for something good to hold onto—something to help us get 
through today and make it to tomorrow. 

For believers in Jesus, the resurrection is that thing. Jesus didn’t just 
die, but rose from the dead. We can have hope even in our pain and 
struggles, because Jesus conquered death. It is why we celebrate the 
Easter season. Remember the hope you have because of Jesus. Thank 
Him for what He did in defeating death, thousands of years 
ago, so that you could have hope today. 

D A Y  2
Some competitions are no contest. Whether it’s a battle at the box office 
for movie supremacy, an intense game on the football field for the state 
championship, or just two siblings fighting over the front seat on a road 
trip, sometimes the winner is clear from the start. The superhero movie 
is always going to dominate, the strongest team is typically going to 
win, and of course the older sibling is going to take the front seat in 
the end.

The same is true in the battle between Jesus and death. There was never 
a contest; death didn’t stand a chance! And when we believe in Him, the 
fear and sting of death doesn’t stand a chance against Jesus’ power and 
purposes at work in us. As you think about Easter this season, keep this 
verse in mind. Be encouraged of Jesus’ victory over death and 
what it means for your life today.

For we know that 
since Christ was 

raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; 
death no longer has 

mastery over him. 

R O M A N S  6 : 9  N I V

Praise be to the God 
and Father of our lord 

Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has 

given us new birth into 
a living hope through 

the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from  

the dead.

1  P E T E R  1 : 3  N I V
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D A Y  4
We’ve all experienced a time when it seemed all hope was lost. Maybe 
it was something small, like walking up to the counter to pay for lunch 
and realizing you forgot your wallet. Or maybe it was something much 
bigger, like getting bad news from the doctor about an illness or losing 
a relationship you thought was going to last. No matter what it was, big 
or small, it can leave you feeling hopeless. Experiencing that feeling is 
what makes this verse all the more important for our lives. 

Isn’t it encouraging to know that Jesus is alive? No matter what drama 
or problems we face, we are not facing these problems alone. Now 
ask yourself, is there something in my life leaving me feeling hopeless? 
Bring that to God right now! Ask Him for hope when you feel 
hopeless. Ask Him to show you today that He is still alive 
and at work in your life. 

D A Y  5
Movies do an amazing job depicting the way a hero rises to the occasion 
to save the day. It’s exciting to watch the story unfold, as all the pieces 
fall into place and the hero does what only they can do to save the day. 

When you think about it, the story of your faith is the same. Jesus died 
on the cross for all humanity–something only He could do. He rose to 
the occasion to save us all—the ultimate hero move! Jesus’ story is so 
much better than a movie because it is nonfiction. Jesus is the real deal. 
He truly saves and conquered death and sin. How cool is it that we get 
to participate in this amazing heroic story? 

This week, look for opportunities to serve those around you 
by doing something that only you can do. Let it be a chance 
to show a small glimpse of the hero that Jesus is to someone 
in your life. 

 

D A Y  3
Whether you are building a Lego set, playing Jenga, or drawing up 
the blueprints of a new home, having a strong foundation is essential. 
Having a strong foundation will determine whether a building will stand 
or crumble under pressure. 

The same is true when it comes to your faith! The biggest and most 
important thing you can do is to make sure you’ve set the foundation 
of your faith on God and what He did for you through Jesus. Build your 
faith on that because there is no foundation stronger, more stable, or 
more capable of withstanding what life throws at you. How can you 
make sure you’re building your faith on the strongest foundation? Talk 
with a trusted friend, parent, or Small Group Leader about 
what it looks like to build your faith on Jesus. 

through him you 
believe in God, who 
raised him from the 

dead and glorified him, 
and so your faith and 

hope are in God. 

1  P E T E R  1 : 2 1  N I V

Jesus answered, “I am 
the way and the truth 

and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
except through me.” 

J O H N  1 4 : 6  N I V 

“I know that my 
redeemer lives, and 

that in the end he will 
stand on the earth.” 

J O B  1 9 : 2 5  N I V
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